
                        
 
 
 
 
 
A Message from the Principal: 
 

As we begin our final push to the end of the year, we want to thank everyone for their support.  We are so fortunate to have such 
involved parents. We still have many events on our calendar as we close out our school year and they will likely be organized a 
bit different than we have in the past.  As you receive emails in the next month, please feel free to contact the school office or 
either administrator and we will be happy to assist you. 
 

8th Grade Promotion Party: We will celebrate our 8th graders with an 8th grade celebration day at WMS on Wednesday, May 
26 (rain or shine), from 12:00 pm until 3:00 pm.  We will have free food and drinks for our students.  We are also planning a 
day of games, music, and other activities that students have shared with us that they would like to participate in.  Parents will 
receive an email blast from me the first week of May with ways you can help make the day fun for all of our 8th grade students.  
I will also include a tentative itinerary of events for the day. We will be seeking donations of cash, soda, Gatorade, chips, and 
other grab and go food items! Watch for an email the first week of May!  

                                                                                                                                 
WMS Summer School:  Summer school will be determined within the next week or two.  We will have construction occurring 
at WMS for the safety vestibule, new library wing, and remodel of the existing library into a science lab and counselor suite.  
Please watch your email for information about WMS summer school. 
 

                                                                                Laura Bruckerhoff, Principal 
 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER: 
The new WEB Leaders for 2021-2022 will be announced soon. Applications are still available outside the counseling office.   
We received many outstanding applications from seventh graders who are interested in being a WEB Leader in eighth grade. 
 

We would like to thank our 8th grade WEB Leaders for helping to make WMS a warm and inviting place to come to 
school.  We will miss them next year! 
 

National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) recommendations and applications are now available outside the counseling office or in 
the google classroom. 
 

Our current 7th and 8th grade students have registered for next year’s classes.  E-learners can access registration information on 
the counselor’s google classrooms.  If they have not already joined, the student’s classroom codes are: 
 

                                          Current 8th (Helm):  ojvva3z             Current 7th (Struckhoff):  hs4o4sp 
 

WMS students have started taking Missouri Assessment Program (MAP) tests and most have completed the Algebra End of 
Course (EOC) tests. Please have students rested and at school on time.   
 

LUNCH ACCOUNTS: The free breakfast and lunch meals have been extended through the next school year, 2021-2022. 
Students need money in their lunch account for a la carte items such as ice cream and chips they wish to purchase. If you have a 
negative balance, you may make payments monthly as well. 
 

CHROMEBOOKS: Reminder that all students will be turning in their chromebooks at the end of the school year. 8th graders 
will also be handing in their cases, chargers, and hotspot. All other students should only return their chromebook and hotspot 
unless they are leaving the district. All items should be in good, working condition. Students are responsible for any missing or 
damaged items.  
 

WINGS PICNIC:  The annual WINGS picnic dinner is Friday, May 7th, at the Washington Fairgrounds from 4:00 pm-7:00 
pm. This year the dinner will be offered as a drive-thru pickup. All proceeds from the dinner come directly back to the School 
District of Washington in the form of teacher grants for educational purposes. We do appreciate your patronage! 
 

ELEVATOR KEYS: If your child has an elevator key, it must be returned to the nurse before the last day of school. If it is not 
returned, your deposit will be kept and your check will be cashed. There will be no refunds. 
 

YEARBOOK:  Yearbooks will be delivered the last week of school. There are still a few left to purchase if anyone still wants 
to buy one. See Mrs. Schamerloh in Room 247. 

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK:  Teacher Appreciation Week is May 3-7. We would like to put together dessert/snack 
days for the staff on May 5th and 7th. If anyone can donate a packaged dessert, fruit, or snack those days, please drop it off in the 
office. Thank you for your consideration. 
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FROM THE NURSE: 
 

 Medications: ANY medicine, including over the counter, inhalers, and Epi-pens that were brought in during the 2017-2018 
school year by a parent, will need to be picked up by a parent.  The medication WILL NOT get sent home with the student!  
Any medicines that are not picked up by the last day will be destroyed. They will not be held over the summer to use next 
year, NO EXCEPTIONS!!! 

 Immunizations: Hopefully, you have received the information sent out about the Tdap booster and Meningitis vaccine.  
ALL students that are entering the 8th grade will be required to have these immunizations.  If you have not yet turned in 
documentation of this, please remember it must be received on or before the first day of school.  Your child will not be 
allowed to attend school on the first day without it. This is according to state law. Even if they already received the 
immunization, it may just be that we don't have it on file, so bringing a new copy to school on registration day is always a 
good idea.  If you need help finding somewhere to get this done, please contact the school nurse.  You may also contact the 
Franklin County Health Department at 636-583-7300. They can also help with this. Thank you so much for your cooperation 
in this matter. 

 Physicals and Care Plans: For the 2021-2022 school year your child only needs a physical if they are going to play sports. 
It must be completed on the MSHSAA form which can be printed off of the school website. Please upload the completed 
physical to the WHS athletic website and choose the correct season of participation. The coach will not allow students to 
tryout without a physical uploaded to the website.  The school nurse will not keep physicals on file in the office. If you 
received a care plan regarding a health concern your child has, summer is a great time to get it filled out and signed so it can 
be turned in during registration at the beginning of the year. If you feel that health concern is no longer an issue, please let 
the school nurse know. 

 Reminders: If your child failed any of the health screenings and you received a referral regarding that, please address those 
and get them back to the nurse's office so it can be added to their medical files.  Feel free to contact the nurse with any 
questions.  

 Contact Information:  There are several ways to get paperwork and other information to the school over the summer.  Feel 
free to use whatever options below that is easiest for you. If you choose to use any of these methods, it's always best to make 
everything Attn: School Nurse. 
 

Mail:   401 East 14th Street, Washington, MO 63090                                                 
Fax:     636-231-2305                                                                                                        
Email: tara.brown@washington.k12.mo.us                                                                
OR  you are always welcome to drop it off – if you do plan to drop it off, please contact the school as office hours vary 
 
 

                                          HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! STAY HEALTHY AND STAY HAPPY! 
 

 
 

LIBRARY NEWS:  We will be packing up the library this month to prepare for summer construction.  Please return all library 
materials as soon as possible. Don’t forget that you still have access to the ebooks and audiobooks through your Sora account!  
See Mrs. Jankowski if you need help creating or accessing your Sora account! 
 

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE: Continue reading through the summer with some fun summer reading programs! Our 
local bookstore, Neighborhood Reads, has created a “Book Scout” project that will complement our local and regional public 
library summer reading programs.  Please see the attached flyer for more information.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
BOOK CLUB:  Our last meeting will be on May 11th from 3:30 to 4:30 pm.  We will be having our end of the year party! 
 

GAMER’S CLUB:  We will meet two more times this year.  We will be meeting on the 5th and the 19th in the library until 
4:30 pm. This is still open for anyone to attend.  Make sure your ride is here at 4:30 pm. 
 

OUTDOOR CLUB:  In April, we focused our education on invasives and hands-on learning. I was proud to have a huge group 
of students (and many of their parents!) who volunteered their time to remove winter creeper and bush honeysuckle from an 
inundated trail in Miller-Post Nature Reserve. In May, we have another big group and their families headed to our group 
campsite at Meramec State Park for an epic camping trip. In spite of restrictions and a late start for our clubs, it's been a 
fantastic semester for Outdoor Club, and I'm proud of these kiddos for joining me as we made a difference in our community!  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
BAND NEWS 

 

7th Grade: Congratulations on a WONDERFUL Spring Concert! Very proud of you. We will be finishing our 7th grade 
curriculum and beginning 8th grade and summer practice curriculum. The biggest idea for us is to keep practicing during the 
summer months. The last purchase you will need to make this year is book 3, Foundations for Superior Performance. We will 
be sending information home soon.  
 

8th Grade: Congratulations on a WONDERFUL Spring Concert! We are very proud of you as well!! You will be moving 
forward with the fall curriculum this month and also go outside and begin marching. 
 

ART NEWS: As we close up the school year in Art, please ask your students to see their finished projects.  This will encourage 
them to bring it home. We've had a lot of fun and have created some cool pieces worth saving.  See you next year! 

 
                                      
FACS: Mrs. Harrison 

7th Grade FACS: The backpack sewing projects were impressive and students finished in record time. These projects give a 
great boost to sewing confidence and prove to be useful and durable projects that kids can use a long time. We are heading into 
the culinary world for the month of May to participate in cooking labs. Please encourage your child to be an active participant in 
your kitchen at home. A great life skill to cultivate! 
8th Grade FACS: Students have had a variety of experiences in the cooking room working in teams to prepare ice cream-in-a-
bag, brownies, chicken quesadillas, and potato skins during April. May will conclude with several cookie labs during our 
Baking Unit. Finally, a small unit on Interior Design will wrap up our year together.  
Interior Design: This group of students have designed amazing floor plans for bedrooms, baths, and kitchens! Soon they will 
utilize all of their new-found skill in design toward a full house plan. All of these students have impressed me with their ability 
to draft with architectural templates, think creatively, and use studio time effectively. “Well Done Interior Design Students!”  
 

MRS. VIRGEN’S CLASSES:  
 

8th Gifted: After completing our intro to I.Q., we moved on to some in-depth personality studies, then grouped up to 
collaborate in our learning about Dabrowski's "superstimulatabilities". Coming soon, we'll focus on perfectionism and 
procrastination in the gifted population. Students will identify their own needs through multidimensional perfectionism scales 
and set goals based on weaknesses and strengths. Soon you'll be able to ask them what they know now about stress management 
techniques! We will wrap up our quarter with an inventive project, the form of which will be creative, cohesive, and student-
unique, tying together all our quarter affective (emotional/psychology-based) learning, serving as a capstone for the gifted 
program, and making a plan to make an impact on the world.  
 

7th English: Students are ahead of the game in 4th quarter, having done poetry in 3rd quarter, so they're currently digging deep 
into The Scorpio Races with some advanced reading skills focus areas and interactive connection-making mini-assignments. A 
fun part of reading is tracking their favorite moments, quotes, character development, foreshadowing, and "wow" events in the 
novel with some post-it notes and end-of-class discussion. Their lit discussions are fantastic!  
 

We will end our quarter with a final focus on speech-writing paired with how-to demonstrations – always a fun and educational 
way to end our school year with speaking and listening standards.  
 

8th English: After completing our thematic literary analysis essays (a sloooow process and a difficult essay - the kiddos' 
perseverance was key, and redos were welcomed!) we moved on to literature circles. I wanted this to be all about student 
choice: the students chose their books and will be choosing their own questions (using my question stems), methods of in-class 
reading, and what works and doesn't work for their groups. We'll end with the Lucy Calkins investigative journalism unit again 
offering the kiddos some real-world relevance and choices to increase investment and interest.  
 

7th Gifted: Our unit on the emotional health of gifted learners began with some ways gifted learners are perceived and the 
nature of IQ. We moved on to in-depth personality studies, then grouped up to collaborate in our learning about Dabrowski's 
"superstimulatabilities". Coming soon, we'll focus on perfectionism and procrastination in the gifted population. Students will 
identify their own needs through multidimensional perfectionism scales and set goals based on weaknesses and strengths. Soon 
you'll be able to ask them what they know now about stress management techniques! We will wrap up our quarter with an 
inventive project, the form of which will be creative, cohesive, and student-unique, tying together all our quarter affective 
(emotional/psychology-based) learning, serving as a capstone for the gifted program, and making a plan to make an impact on 
the world.  

 



 
 

   
 MRS. MILES’ 8TH GRADE READING:  In May, we will be reading Behind Rebel Lines, the true story of Emma Edmonds, 
a young woman who disguised herself and joined the Union Army during the Civil War.  Each student will choose a final 
project to do at the end of the book.  We will also be continuing our study of Greek and Latin root words and their English 
derivatives.  If time allows, we will read the May issue of Action, and work on the skill of making inferences.  

  
                                         
 

                                                  7 BLUE 
 

Spring is in the air and summer is right around the corner!!  Please continue to encourage students to be attentive during class in 
the last few weeks of school.  We're appreciative of how hard students worked during MAP testing.  Here is what we will be 
working on this month: 
 

* Social Studies--Wrapping up North America by covering the US and Canada.  Students will be working on a cross-over final  
   project that will incorporate writing poetry and building a Google Site  
 

* Writing--found poetry and poetry book 
 

* Reading--complete poetry analysis and novel partners 
* Science—weather 
* Math & Pre-Algebra--statistics and probability  
 

  
                                                               7 WHITE 
 

                                                 Please be sure to charge your chromebook each night. 
 

Language Arts (Ms. Wirthwein): This month, we are wrapping up our poetry unit and reviewing our writing skills by 
reviewing how we have grown as a student this year and writing “7th grade” essays.  Students will be utilizing their public 
speaking skills as they recite a poem for the class.  Remember to take advantage of reading opportunities this summer at your 
local library! 
 

Language Arts (Mrs. Eggert): In May, we will be finishing our poetry unit and book clubs. We will end the year with our 
public speaking unit.  
 

World Geography (Mrs. Beers): In May, we will be learning about our last section of the world - the United States and 
Canada! Not only will students learn about the states and provinces, but also some early American history. We will explore the 
native tribes located there, and how physical geography impacted their cultures and life - and how it still impacts us today. 
 

Science (Mr. Martin) In May we will be exploring natural disasters. Students will be working on a group project in which they 
create a disaster plan for a city that may be vulnerable to natural disasters. 
 

7 Math (Mrs. Spaunhorst): It’s so crazy to think we are in the last month of school.  The student’s did so great during MAP 
testing.  I was very proud of them.  To wrap up the year we will be studying surface area and probability/ statistics.  
 

Pre-Algebra (Mrs. Spaunhorst): It’s so crazy to think we are in the last month of school.  The student’s did so great during 
MAP testing.  I was very proud of them.  To wrap up the year we will be studying transformations.  

  
 
 
 
 



 
 
                                           8 WHITE 

 

Mrs. Kimminau's Math: Thanks to all parents/guardians who helped emphasize the importance of the MAP test. Everyone 
worked very hard on these testing days. It is almost the end of the year, but we still have math to do. I will miss the 8th 
graders….Good Luck!!! 
 

8 Pre-Algebra - We are going to finish up with Pythagorean Theorem with a project, move on to Volume, then we will review 
for our 4th Quarter Benchmark. 
 

Mrs. Schmidt’s American History:  In 8 White American History, we recently completed a unit over the Civil War. Moving 
forward, we will discuss the assassination of President Lincoln and the many effects of his death. We will then focus on the 
long path to reunification and rebuilding our country. 
 

Mrs. Brinker's English I Class: To finish out the school year, we will be reading and analyzing Homer's The Odyssey.  The 
last week of school, we will read the short novel Whirligig by Paul Fleischman.  It is the story of teenager who builds a 
whirligig in each of the corners of the United States in order to pay restitution after a terrible accident.  It will spark discussions 
about the choices that we make and how those have great impacts on the futures that we want to build for ourselves.  This class 
of English I students have been so motivated and hard working.  I cannot wait to hear about all of the great things that they go 
on to accomplish in the future.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my school year with them. 
 

Mrs. Brinker's 8th Grade Language Arts Class:  In May, we will finish up a thematic analysis unit over the short story "The 
Last Dog."  After that, we will move on to our last unit of the year: literature circles.  Students will be reading a novel of their 
choice in a small group of their peers.  We will have virtual discussions and analysis sessions over the themes and character 
choices in the book.  They will also become investigative journalists as they create a newspaper for the setting of their novel.  I 
am going to miss the class of 2025 SO MUCH. They are such a wonderful group and I have learned so much from them this 
year.  Although it was definitely not the school year that any of us imagined, I couldn't have picked a better group of kids to get 
through it with.   
 

                                                      8 BLUE 
 

 

Mrs. Feldmann’s Math Classes: 
 

Algebra: We took the EOC and the kids did GREAT! I am so proud of them. We are not done yet though. We are finishing up 
quadratics, going back to strengthen our skills on polynomials and then we will be taking the benchmark and final around May 
17/May 18. We are almost done! 
 

Pre-Algebra: Finished MAP testing strong and I am so proud of how hard they worked! We will be working on strengthening 
our skills in linear equations, finding volume, and graphing to end to the year. It has been a joy having your children in math! 
Good luck in 9th grade! 
 

Mr. Hornback’s History Classes: As May begins students in U.S. History are finally getting into major events and battles of 
the Civil War.  We will conclude the year looking at the Reconstruction Era.  Students have two maps (U.S. States and U.S. 
Capital Cities) they need to memorize before we let out for summer break.  Extra credit is still available and will be until the 
end of the year.  Let's finish on a high note; ready to take on the high school next year!     
 

Mrs. McDonnell’s Science Classes: Wrapping up the year in science class we will be covering space topics. Continue bringing 
your Chromebook and charger to school to help support your learning while in class. Let's end the year strong Bluejays! 
 

Mrs. Nilges’ Language Arts Classes: 
 

English I: We will kick off May by going on a Hero's Journey with Odysseus in The Odyssey. I have seen some high interest in 
Greek mythology this year, so I am excited to see where this takes us! We will wrap up the year with the realistic fiction 
novel Whirligig. This group of English I students are incredible. I am excited to see their accomplishments in the future.  
 

8th Language Arts: I am so proud of the hard work and determination all of my students demonstrated during MAP testing! 
We will wrap up the year with short stories and our thematic analysis essay. We will also be taking the SRI reading assessment 
for the last time this month!  
 

Language Arts & English I: We will be taking their benchmark on May 17th! Thank you for sharing your child with me this 
year! I have really enjoyed each and every one of them!  
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1 
 

2 
 
 

3 
Teaching 

Tolerance Club 
meets 

3:30-4:30 
Room 232 

 
 

4 
Home track meet 

@ 4:00 pm 

5 
Gamer’s Club meets 

3:30-4:30 pm 
in the library 

6 
Union track meet 

@ 4:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

7 
WINGS drive thru 

dinner @ the 
Washington 
Fairgrounds 

4:00-7:00 pm 

8 
 

9 
Happy Mother’s 

Day         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

10 
Teaching 

Tolerance Club 
meets 

3:30-4:30 
Room 232 

11 
Book Club meets 

3:30-4:30 pm 
in the library 

12 
WMS Cheer 

Tryouts 
4:00-6:00 pm 

in the gym 

 

13 
WMS Cheer 

Tryouts 
4:00-6:00 pm 

in the gym 
 
 
 
 

 

14 
WMS Cheer 

Tryouts 
4:00-6:00 pm 

in the gym 
 
 
 

 
 
 

15 

16 
 
 

17 
Quarterly 

Assessments 
Language Arts 

 
Teaching 

Tolerance Club 
meets 

3:30-4:30 
Room 232 

 
 

18 
Quarterly 

Assessments 
Science 

19 
Quarterly 

Assessments 
 Math 

 
Gamer’s Club meets 

3:30-4:30 pm 
in the library 

 
 
 
 

 

20 
Quarterly 

Assessments 
 Social Studies 

21 
Quarterly 

Assessments 
Make-Up Testing 

22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 Teaching 

Tolerance Club 
meets 

3:30-4:30 
       Room 232 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
8th Grade 

Celebration Day 
12:00-3:00 pm 

27 
Modified Day 

dismiss @ 12:30 pm 
 
 

28 
Modified Day 

dismiss @ 12:30 pm 
 

End of 4th Quarter 
 

Last Day of School 
 

 
 

 

29 

30 31 

      
     Memorial Day 

     

 
 **Summer School** 

June 3-4, 7-11, 14-17, 21-24, 28-July 1 
8:00 am – 12:00 pm 

 

May 3-5: MAP Testing May 7-9: 
Outdoor Club Camping 

May 7-9: 
Outdoor Club 

Camping 



 
 

 
 


